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M
ost months, the Garden Spot 
features one of the great gar-
dens of Capitol Hill. During the 
past three years we have shared 
many wonderful gardens with 

our readers. Fact is gardens are one of the magical 
ingredients of life on the Hill. Many times we have 
silently saluted the designers and architects whose 
creative minds have envisioned and molded these 

outdoor spaces. 
Well enough with silent salutes. Several times a 

year, we will be profi ling the artisans whose vision 
and dedication to their craft continues to help the 
Hill maintain its rank as one of the top 10 cities in 
the United States. 

Designer Cheryl Corson
One of Washington’s premier landscape ar-

chitects, Cheryl Corson, of Cheryl Corson 
Design LLC has had a private practice since 
2002., creating many gardens on Capitol 
Hill. Corson received her master’s in land-
scape architecture from Harvard, and has 
worked in historic landscape preservation for 
the National Park Service.  She is a regular 
contributor to the Hill Rag and, though she 
lived on the Hill for six years, she now resides 
in Maryland . 

Corson has made a positive impact in the 
beautifi cation of many residences and busi-
nesses in the Washington Metro area. Her 

attention to her clients’ needs is a fi ne-tuned instru-
ment in the successful designs she has been able to 
create. She says that one of the fundamentals of 
her residential design is that “the design is always 
driven by the clients’ needs and desires.” However, 
she is always mindful of the site’s limitations and 
potential and conscious of the overall impact her 
designs will have on the environment. “Green can 
be very stylish,” she says. “I appreciate companies 
that are basing their models on green products 
– products that are innovative and environmentally 
friendly. I like to support those companies.”

Another of her specialties is playground design 
and safety. Corson is a certifi ed playground safety 
inspector and has done work with the World Bank, 
the Department of Energy and DC public schools. 
Her goal in the work she does with playgrounds 
is to achieve a balance between playground equip-
ment and nature. “I strive to bring together great 
playground equipment and natural elements in 
playgrounds. Th ey should make kids happy and 
keep them safe.”

   

A Corson Design
Th is month we are excited to share with 

you the results of a year-long project that 
Corson undertook at a property near to 
Union Station. Her client lives in a town-
house and had purchased the townhouse 
next door. Corson’s design challenge was to 
join the two backyards and create one great 
personal space that could also be used for 
entertaining business clients. Th e yards were 
physically combined by eliminating the two 
entrances and creating one single rear entry. 
Th e overgrown, sickly plants were removed, 

ABOVE: The pool area before. BELOW LEFT: The garden space 
before. BELOW RIGHT: The tree gets delivered.
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and the pool equipment was relocated. Th ere had to be an overall minimal-
ist feel to the garden since the client preferred clean unobstructed lines in 
the design. 

Th e pool had to be totally renovated – surfacing, tile, heating, pumps 
– everything was replaced. Th e lighting for the pool is white fi ber optic 
lighting both around the perimeter and along the four-foot waterfall. 

Th e facing material on the waterfall, which is a new feature of the yard, 
is a recycled resin panel by [3-Form]. 

California artist Aaron Kramer was commissioned to create the red 
sphere. Th e sphere is made of recycled woven steel bands from street 
sweeper brushes. Th e furniture is made in Brazil of recycled plastic. Th e 
curb stops in the rear parking lot are made from recycled soda bottles. Th e 
fencing is western red cedar [by Brattleworks]. Northeast Ironworks fabri-
cated the stairs. Level Green Landscaping of Capitol Hill performed the 
planting and hardscape installation. 

Th e initial proposal was made in April 2007, and the project was com-
pleted in July 2008. “It took a huge amount of work to achieve a very, very 
minimalist space, where a few key elements are arranged like sculpture. Th e 
intent of the pool was to be perceived as a large fountain in a small space 
rather than a small pool in a large space, “ she said.

Th e result is a clean, minimalist’s retreat in the heart of Capitol Hill. 
Her attention to detail and design has transformed a bleak, disjointed and 
abandoned looking space into a bright, airy, escape. Well done.

Contact Cheryl Corson at 202-494-5054 or visit her website at www.cher-

ylcorson.com for more information. 

Have you or someone you know experienced landscaping nirvana as the re-

sult of working with a landscape professional that is a tribute to the craft? Please 

submit your nominations to Carolina@hillrag.com.

Derek Th omas, a certifi ed professional horticulturist, is principal of Th omas 

Landscapes. His designs have been featured on HGTV’s Curb Appeal. He can be 

reached at www.thomaslandscapes.com or 301-642-5182.  ★
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Capitol Vintage Windows

202-445-3039

1880ON THE OUTSIDE

2008 ON THE INSIDE
Replacement Window &
Door Installation Group

Specializing in historic buildings

Alex Szopa Company, Inc.

Historically Accurate Replacement of
Exterior Window Casings

a.szopa@comcast.net

The Best Installation Crew

Wood, Fiberglass Framed & Vinyl Windows,
Replacement & Full Tear Out Installation,
Wide Range of Custom Moldings

LEFT: Clean lines and recycled materials create a tranquil water feature.

Great open views are now
possible from any angle of

the garden.




